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Two Aspects of the 
Race Problem 


In this issue we are carrying an article on 
the race problem by Dr. Guy Gillespie of Jack- 
son, Miss., and an editorial on the same subject 
by our associate editor. 


The Christian dedication of neither can be 
questioned, nor can there be any doubt that 
both of them earnestly desire a Christian solu- 
for the dilemma. 


At the same time, the approach of the two is 
very different. One speaks from long experi- 
ence in the deep South, the other from a back- 
_ ground of many years in China and since then 
residence in America in an area where tensions 
have been much less. 


Our readers may find in the two presenta- 
tions a deeper realization of the problems in- 


volved and some suggestions for their solution. 
—H.B.D. 


Some Needed Distinctions 


The mounting racial tensions in some areas 
are beclouding the judgment of some good 
men. Also, there is a confusion of terms which 
is often adding to tensions. 


First: Desegregation and Integration are not 
synonymous terms. 


The writer believes that forced segregation 
is un-Christian because it denies the rights 
which are inherent in American citizenship. 


We would affirm with equal conviction that 
forced integration is also un-Christian because 
it denies other rights also inherent in American 
citizenship. 

To abolish laws which humiliate and dis- 
criminate against any citizen is something we 
believe Christians should work for. To make 
it equally clear that social equalities are earned 
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and not imposed by law is also consistent with 
the Christian conscience. 


‘+ Second: Because a Christian, in good con- 
science, works for the laying aside of the dis- 
criminations and humiliations and restrictions 
of the past, in so far as they relate to the 
Negro, this should not place that Christian 
outside the pale of Christian fellowship, nor 
should he be accused of “selling out” to hts social 
heritage of the past or to the theological Ib- 
eralism of the present. : 


We believe some of the racial tensions of 
our day have been caused by ill-advised en- 
thusiasts who have equated desegregation with 
integration and have looked upon segregated 
churches as un-Christian and integrated churches 
as the epitome of brotherly love. Where seg- 
regated churches are the result of natural selec- 


tion and not prejudice they are far more Chris- 


tian in spirit than churches which have delib- 
erately espoused a forced or unnatural integra- 
tion to show how good they are. 


We also believe some of the tensions of our 
day are caused by men who are determined 
to maintain white supremacy by fear and law- 
lessness. | 


It is to Christians, Negro and white, that 
the world should look for both an example 
and a solution. Far too little is said about 
the daily contacts where courtesy, mutual con- 
sideration and love should characterize our 
dealings. In fact Christian race relations begin 
in this area. 


We all need to consider the feelings of 
others and put ourselves in their place. Re- 
cently the writer was eating in the airport res- 
taurant in Atlanta. Four well-dressed and quiet 
Negro women came in. For a moment there 
was hesitation at the door and they were then 
escorted to a far corner of the restaurant and 
a screen placed around them after which they 
were served. White Christian, how would you 
have felt inside had you been humiliated in 
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that way? This procedure may have been neces- 
sary under Georgia law but what we are consid- 
ering is the feelings of those who are involved. 


Of course there are serious problems involved. 
In some sections of the South integration of 
schools would be folly. Even in Washington, 
D. C., integration has created such serious prob- 
lems that the only solution many are finding 
is the removal of their children from the public 
school system. 


There are other serious problems because 
some people confuse legal and spiritual rights 
with social privileges. The first is acquired by 
birth in our country. The second is the gift 
of God. The third is something earned and 


it cannot be defended as a right nor can it be 


imposed by law. 


We believe entirely too many discussions 
expend time and energy on theories. What is 
needed today are practical means of arriving 
at workable solutions. For the individual Chris- 
tian this means treating every other person as 
he himself would want to be treated. For com- 
munities this should mean the formation of a 
group of representatives from both races, under 
Christian leadership and direction. Let such 
leaders sit down and talk over the problems 
involved. We believe the heartaches and ten- 
sions in Montgomery could have been avoided 
by such a conference at the beginning, for the 
original request of Negro leaders to the bus 
company was reasonable. 


Such conferences will reveal that many Negro 
leaders are keenly aware of the problems 
brought about by desegregation and _ largely 
prefer that alignments continue on a voluntary 
segregated basis. The crux of the issue is one 
of legalized discrimination. Remove this and 
nine-tenths of the tensions will disappear. 


But, where mutual conferences are denied, 
a far greater danger lies ahead, for this intran- 
sigent attitude opens the door for the extremists 
on both sides, men who may let prejudice and 
hate take precedence over mutual consideration 
and Christian love. 


That which we have written may suit very 
few but we believe that in this general direc- 
tion lies the only means of arriving at a Chris- 


tian solution for a difficult problem. 
L.N.B. 


“An Enemy Hath Done This” 


The Bible tells of a man who sowed his fields 
with wheat; but, “while men slept,” an enemy 
came and sowed tares in the field and the result 
was a conglomeration of that which was good 
and that which was evil. When asked the source 
of the tares the owner of the field said: “An 
enemy hath done this.” 


While the context and application of our 
Lord’s parable of the field and the tares is 
entirely taken up with another subject it is not 
unfitting to apply it to the economic philosophy 
in government in America today. 


For generations our government was operated 
on a concept of sound economics, and honesty 
of principle and procedure within governmental 
circles, was taken as a matter of course. Further- 
more, Americans believed that the sources of 
livelihood and of success rested within them- 
selves, not within the government. 


Great changes have now taken place. Deficit 
spending; public services for which we have no 
money are actively promoted. We have a stag- 
gering national debt the retirement of which 
seems an utter impossibility. Today there is a 
concept of government with the ever-recurring 
phrase — “federal aid, federal aid, federal aid”, 
which causes the people to look to the govern- 
ment for support. All of these fundamental 
changes have taken place until men and parties 
regard such economic policies as necessary for 


their continuance in office. 


This is a deplorable situation for within it 
are the seeds of national disaster and of indi- 
vidual deterioration. Those economists who 
sold this philosophy to our nation beginning 
in 1931 and who have continued to bolster their 
teachings in subsequent years are national 
enemies of the first water. Some of them are 
sincere, even if playing with economic theories 
as some play Russian roulette. Others, we be- 


lieve, have promoted this concept of national 


economy for a specific and sinister end. In 
either case they have sown the tares of economic 
ruin and individual deterioration. 


There is a wide-spread cry against the present 
budget but with few exceptions the anger 
against and fear of this colossal expenditure 
is based more on selfishness than on a desire 
for sound economics. 
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We believe national defense is vital and we 
also believe much of our present foreign aid 
is buying a measure of military security at a 
reasonable cost. 


Our fear is the atmosphere in America where- 
by every conceivable group in our country cries 
out for federal aid in order that they may have 
prosperity. 

Admitting that a complex society and a com- 
plex economy may require a degree of govern- 
mental control, or at least of supervision, we 
feel that long since we have stepped over that 
threshold into a state-managed economy which 
has the inevitable dangers of quick-sand itself. 
Once the balances inherent in the law of sup- 
ply and demand is set aside in favor of a man- 
aged economy one step leads to another with 
economic chaos on the one hand or further 
regimentation on the other. 


The pressures on government today only too 
often stem from selfishness and ignorance. Man 
has no right to expect his government to sup- 
port him; nor should he demand favors at 


the expense of others. But today Washington 


is filled with lobbies, each working assiduously 
for special favors and special grants. ‘The 
same laws of economics which operate with 
individuals also operate in government. One 
cannot continue to go in debt and not pay the 
price of bankruptcy some day. But we continue 
to try to get millions and even billions from 
the government to build homes and _ schools 
and render dozens of services we cannot afford 
and which increase the problems of tomorrow. 


Christians have been just as short-sighted as 
many others in accepting the economic philoso- 
phy of the last twenty-five years. What has 
it brought us? A 47-cent dollar and, worst 
of all, a philosophy of dependence on govern- 
ment which is like a debilitating illness. 


It has been truly said that security bought 
at the price of freedom is something bought 
at too great a cost. It is equally true that “‘pros- 
perity’” bought at the price of hopeless indebt- 
edness and mounting inflation is not “pros- 
perity” but a fool’s paradise. 

Wherever such philosophies have been sold 
either to our government or to us as individuals 


we can truly say, “An enemy hath done this.” 
—L.N.B. 


The Christian Gospel: 
Its Glory 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ” 
By J. G. S. S. Thompson, Ph.D. 


The glory of the gospel is “our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Gal.i.3,). Undoubtedly for Paul the 
glory of the gospel of Christ resided iii the 
glory of the Christ of the gospel. The gospel 
is all that Christ is. The gospel does all that 
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Christ does. At the heart of the gospel stands 
the divine Christ once crucified but now risen, 


exalted, and alive for ever more. At the heart 


of the gospel stands the triumphant Christ who 
has destroyed the power of sin, of death and 


of hell. At the heart of the gospel stands the 
cosmic Christ for whom, by whom, and in 


whom, all things consist. 


(1) An adequate conception of the glory ot 
the gospel will save us from unworthy views 
of Christ. The Christ who is the glory of the 
Christian gospel is not the nebulous, vitiated, 
beatified Jesus about whom some sentimentalize, 
and salute as the saintliest Man, the perfect 
Example, the greatest Teacher. The Christ of 
the Christian gospel is not the Jesus over whom 
the Christian socialist enthuses, and hails as 
the daring Idealist, the social Revolutionary, 


the Founder of a new brotherhood of man. 


Rather, the Christ of the Christian gospel is 
the Christ whom sinners need: full, complete, 
the Mighty to save. To take that Christ out 
of the gospel is to take the glory out of the 
gospel. It is to empty it of all reality. It is 
to reduce it to an empty dream, a jumble of 


vague, meaningless platitudes. 


(2) An adequate conception of the glory of 
the gospel will anchor our souls more securely 


to the Christ of the gospel. That is what hap- 


pened to Paul. From the mid-day hour on 
the Damascus road to the end of his life Paul 
was obsessed with Christ. In that hour when 
Christ revealed Himself to Paul, and forever 
after, the Lord filled the whole horizon otf 
his life. Christ was for him preeminently the 
Lord of glory and the Son of God; and it was 
upon this dual foundation of the divine Lord- 
ship and the divine Sonship of Christ that the 
apostle built his Christology. 

~ (3) An adequate conception of the glory of 
the gospel will give us ever new insights into 
the love of the Christ of the gospel. What Paul 
could never cease to marvel at was that the 
Lord, in whom dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead, should take upon Himself the form of 


a bondservant, and become obedient even unto | 


death, yea, the death of the cross. With such 
a grasp of the divine Lordship and the divine 
Sonship of Christ it was little wonder that His 
cross should be Paul’s only boast (Gal.vi.14,) ; 
especially since the Father had now so highly 
exalted Him (Phil. ii.9-11,). | 

(4). An adequate conception of the glory of 
the gospel will give us ever new insights into 
the nature of sin. We can almost catch the 
sense of wonder in Paul’s voice as he murmurs 
to himself: “The Son of God loved me, and 
gave himself up for me” .(Gal.ii.20,).. And he 
leaves us in no doubt as to the reason why 
Christ had given Himself up for Paul, and 
for all men: “He gave Himself for our sins” 
(Gal.i.4,). Or even more categorically still: 
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“Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor.xv.3,). Every 
one of the five words in that phrase is preg- 
nant with eternal significance. There is the 
heart of the gospel for sinners. There is the 
glory of the gospel for sinners. It is true that 
the essence of the gospel is that a vicarious 
sacrifice has been offered on the sinner’s behalf, 
but that fact begins to glow with light incan- 
descence when it is remembered who it was 


who thus sacrificed Himself vicariously in place 


of the sinner. No wonder the apostle, after 
explaining to his Galatian converts the motive 
behind the work of the Judaisers who were 
in their midst, (“that they might glory in your 
flesh’), breaks in with the words: “But far 
be it from me to glory save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal.vi.13f) . 


(5) Now Paul’s insight into the sheer glory 
of the gospel was not due only to the vision 
of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ when the 
Saviour revealed Himself to the apostle on the 
Damascus road. It was also due to the manner 
in which the gospel of the glorious God had 


been made known to him. He is careful to 


point out that he had no need to sit at the 
feet of any man and patiently learn from him 
the amazing truths unfolded in the gospel. He 
says that the gospel which Christ had commis- 
sioned him to preach was not according to man, 
neither did he receive it from man, nor was 
he taught it by man. The gospel which he has 
been announcing came to him by a direct revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ (Gal.i.11f). And this face 
to face encounter with Christ that Paul was 
granted finds its counterpart in the face to 
face encounter with God that Moses had at 
Sinai when, in answer to the prayer: “Show 
me now thy ways, that I may know thee, to 
the end that I may find grace in thy sight” 
(Ex.xxxiii.13,) , “Jehovah descended in the cloud 
and stood with him there, and proclaimed 
Jehovah by name. And Jehovah passed by be- 
fore him, and proclaimed: Jehovah, Jehovah, a 
God full of compassion and gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy and truth” (Ex. 
xxxiv.5f.,). And as Moses made haste, and 
bowed his head to the earth and worshipped, 
so too would Paul before his Lord and Saviour 
who was at that moment revealing the gospel 
directly to him. 


_ Had Paul not mentioned this experience we 


still would have assumed it when we remember 
that the Father had called him by His grace to 
reveal the Son in him, that he should now 
herald this same Lord Jesus Christ as the gospel 
or the glad tidings (Gal.i.15f.,). It was inevit- 
able that out of such an amazing experience 
of the grace of God the gospel should be Paul’s 
only glory, and that Paul should find the glory 
of the gospel in the Christ of the gospel, a 
gospel which he should forever after describe 
as the gospel of Christ. 


JUNE 5, 1957 


Indignation and Wrath 


Romans 2:8 


_ Those who think that the wrath of God is 
not found in the New Testament may well 
re-read this verse, and note its context, especial- 
ly verses 5,6,9,16, as well as Romans 1.18 and 
5.9. In Romans 2.16 Paul declares that God’s 
judgment is part of his gospel, and in one of 
the Apostle’s earliest statements of his primitive 
kerygma, I Thess.1.10, Jesus is to deliver us 


from the wrath to come. Likewise John 3.36 


speaks of the wrath of God abiding upon the 
disobedient, and our Lord continually reminds 
his hearers of the worm which dieth not and 


the flame which is not quenched. The thought 


is frequent in the Book of Revelation. 


Turning back to our text, we note that in 
Romans 2.8, Paul uses the two common Greek 
words for wrath, the one describing a more 
settled emotion and the other denoting pas- 
sionate anger. Goodspeed translates the two 
words, “anger and fury.” Wrath and anger 
may be better. Verse 8 follows the thought 
of verse 5 where the impenitent treasure up 
for themselves “wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the just judgment of God Who 
will render to every man according to his 
works.” It also follows the keynote of the whole 
Epistle to the Romans, [.16-18, the last verse 
of which reads, “For God’s wrath is being con- 
tinually revealed from heaven upon all impiety 
and injustice of men.” 


In the Old Testament a score of words are 
used to express the wrath of the LORD and 
over 580 occurrences of these have been found. 
Yet this is by no means the whole of the Old 
Testament story. Ten Old Testament passages 
speak of God as “slow to anger,” and Isaiah 
followed by Luther speaks of wrath as God’s 
“strange work,” Isaiah 28.21. —Thus God, Who 
is by nature merciful rather than wrathful, 
provides ways for turning aside His own wrath, 
such as animal sacrifices, the intercession of 
Moses, the zeal of Phineas, ultimately the merit 
of the Messiah. Because God is the LORD, 
wrath is not the last word for His people. The 


Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting. That is, 


we think of a wrath which is the reverse side 
of a holy love, a flame which sears but purifies. 
His is the wrath of a loving Father Who yearns 
for His sinful creatures to become His trusting 
children. Since the Holy One of Israel is the 
Judge of the whole earth, He has a burning 
zeal for the right and an inevitable recoil against . 
the unholy. Yet according to the whole Biblical 
view this wrath of the Almighty may be removed 
by way of God’s own appointment. This avert- 
ing of God’s wrath is described by the term 
propitiation. 

The Apostle sets forth this truth in the first 


five chapters of Romans. As we have noted, 
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he speaks of the wrath and indignation of 
God in chapters one and two and then in 
chapter five he tells us that having been recon- 
ciled to God by the death of His Son, being 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
this wrath of God. Chapters three and four 
which come between that revelation of the just 
judgment of God, of His anger and wrath, in 
chapter 2 and the averting of this wrath in 
chapter 5 tell us more fully how this merciful 
act of God in removing wrath is accomplished. 
It is not done by our works but by Christ’s 
work for us. Being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption (deliverance by 
the payment of a ransom) which is in Christ 
Jesus Whom God set forth as a propitiation, 
through faith, in His blood, to vindicate or 
show forth the justice of God in passing over 
the sins of the Old Testament believer, and 
at the same time to vindicate God’s justice in 
the present by showing that God is just even 
when He justifies or forgives the sinner who 
believes in Jesus, 3:24-26. By the obedience of 
the One, Jesus Christ, the many are accounted 
righteous, 5.19. For to the man of faith God 
reckons righteousness or just forgiveness apart 
from that man’s works, 4.6. No wonder that 
for Paul Jesus Christ is the just One, Acts 
22.14, even as He is for John, I John.2.1, and 
for Isaiah, a just God and a Saviour. 
—W.C.R. 


Echo to Anglers 
By Wade C. Smith 


A business executive in Sandusky, Ohio, has 
had a Saul of Tarsus experience in finding 
a wonderful new life in Christ. With this ex- 
ception: he was not “persecuting the Church” 
in his unbelief, as Saul did, but was spiritually 
strangling his own soul and hurting his loved 
ones. I came to know this man through his 
godly mother who lives in one of our Southern 
cities. She ordered a Testament For Fishers Of 
Men to be sent to him and that resulted in 
a letter from him telling of his conversion. His 
account is so interesting that, upon request, 
even though there is a humiliating confession 
in it, he has given permission to publish it — 
as he says, “for the glory of God, I am willing 
to do anything and everything that will extend 
and expand His Kingdom. The ‘dead end’ 
paths that I have trod would really have been 
‘for a lost cause if I did not use them to help 
guide others to the small door and narrow 
way. All that I am I owe to Him, and it is 
so wonderful in comparison to what my life 
used to be, that it demands my willing service 
to Him and His will.” 


This is his statement: 


“I will not go into detail regarding my first 
38 years of existence except to say that it was 
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a self centered, selfish life. It had led me into 
an intricate maize of sin and I had explored 
every avenue or path which the devil had 
opened for me. Each, of course, led to nothing 
but wretchedness and a constant frustration. 
In the case I was in I could find no solid 
satisfaction in anything. The temporary high 
points induced by alcohol, sins of the flesh, 
mind, eye, etc., left me in an increasingly worse 
state than before. 


“I therefore wound up at 38 years of age as © 


a confirmed alcoholic and right on the verge of 
losing my home due to the fact that my long 
suffering wife had about reached the end of 
the 70 times 7. Also, the business which I was 
supposed to be running was suffering greatly. 


“It was at this time that I was approached 
by our Minister and asked to take over as 
superintendent of one of our Sunday School 
departments. We had an adopted boy who 
was about three years old at the time and was 
just starting Sunday School that fall. I took 
the job from a sense of duty standpoint, and 
not because my heart was in it. So-o each 
Sunday I would get up and lead the singing 
and offer the prayers, and repeat with the chil- 
dren the Ten Commandments. Still, I had not 
found peace of mind, and was all mixed up 
inside. ‘This continued for two years and dur- 
ing those two years I had managed to quit 
drinking due entirely to my own will power. 
However, way in the back of my mind I knew 
that once I had things going nicely at home 
and the business back on a smooth running 
basis, then I would start drinking again. It 
was at this time, in the fall of 1954, that I 
just kinda reached the end of my rope and 


in the quiet of my room I prayed to God to 


forgive me for all my sins and all the people 
I had hurt and pledged to Him that I would do 
everything in my power to follow His Ten 
Commandments. It was then that I was blessed 
with Conversion to Christ and I felt clean for 
the first time in my life, washed with a special 
kind of detergent so to speak that washed every 
cell in my body snow white. 


“From that time on my faith grew in leaps 
and bounds. I had been married for about 
14 years and we had no children of our own. 
Had been to different Doctors and a Clinic 


and all told us the same thing, that we could 
never have any children. Way deep inside I 


knew however, that things that are impossible 
for men are a pretty easy thing for God, and 
I firmly believed that if He so willed that we 
would have a child, then it would come to 
pass. Don’t misunderstand me, I didn’t ask 
the Lord for a child, I merely accepted as fact 
His power to bless us with one, and sincerely 
prayed that His will be done, not mine. Prior 
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to my conversion I had not been acceptable 
as the father of a child of my own. Once I 
was acceptable the blessing was given us, and 
we are now stewards of one of the Lord’s great- 
est blessings. She is now about 20 months old 
and as sweet and lovable as she can be. We 
hope to bring her up so that her Conversion 
to Christ will be gradual and that the Lord will 
use her mightily in His service. 


“In looking back now, I realize that every- 
thing that ever happened to me that was bad 
was my own making or doing as a result of 
living my life without God. Now, all things 
good are happening because I am trying to 
put His Kingdom completely first.” 


This man’s conversion and new life has taken 
an unusual turn in a busy business man’s ac- 
tivities. Not only has he become a diligent soul 
winner, but he also specializes in getting his 
friends and acquaintances to become soul win- 
ners. In the past three months he has purchased 
twenty five Testaments For Fishers of Men (at 
the retail price of $3.25 - no discount) to pre- 
sent to his enlisted personal workers. One busi- 
ness acquaintance has become so much inter- 
ested as to order for himself ten of the vest- 
pocket testaments for a like distribution. 

It is possible that some of the testaments will be 
laid aside and forgotten, but it is reasonable 
to believe that most of them will be seed sown 
to a harvest that only Eternity can record. 


A Southern Christian 


Looks At The Race Problem 


By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D., Litt.D. 
President Emeritus — Belhaven College 
Jackson, Mississippi 


The charge has been frequently and loudly 
made that white people of the South are so 
blinded with prejudice and so filled with enmity 
against the Negro race that they cannot see 
the race problem in its true perspective. Per- 


sonally and on behalf of some thirty million © 


or more other Southern Christians I wish to 
challenge the fairness and truth of that Charge. 


Prejudice is properly defined as “a judgment 
or opinion formed without knowledge or due 
examination of the facts.” If any people on 
the face of the earth have had ample oppor- 
tunity to learn at first hand the facts about 
the race problem, unquestionably the Southern 
people must be accorded the pre-eminence in 
that respect. For more than two hundred years 
the two races have lived here side by side, in 
relatively large numbers, in close and intimate 
contact, and on terms of mutual understanding 
and good will, so that out of this experience 
there has come not only to the white people 
but to the Negro as well, a vast accumulation 
of knowledge and practical wisdom in meeting 
the day-to-day problems of personal and race 
relationships. | Moreover, let it be said with 
all emphasis, in spite of all the hue and cry 
which has been raised in recent years, we 
Southern people, as a rule, do not have any 
enmity or ill-will in our hearts against Negroes, 
but only feelings of kindliness and genuine 
sympathy. As friends and neighbors we wish 
to see them have better homes, higher stan- 
dards of living, better schools for their chil- 
dren, and the fullest opportunity for develop- 
ment as law-abiding, liberty-loving, self-respect- 
ing citizens. 
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If there is any room therefore for a general 
charge of race prejudice it would seem to lie 
not against Southern Christians, but against 
that very considerable group of sentimental en- 
thusiasts whose knowledge of this problem is | 
limited to what they read in the newspapers 
and sensational magazines, and to the grossly 
exaggerated and distorted information furnished 
to them by self-serving propaganda agencies, 
and yet who assume that they have all the . 
answers to this difficult and complex problem, 
and a divine warrant to solve it by remote 
control. 


The Supreme Court Decision 


Southern Christians, generally, feel that the 
Supreme Court Decision, outlawing the prin- 
ciple of segregation and ordering integration 
of the races in the public schools of the nation, 
was a tragic mistake. This decree reversed pre- 
vious decisions of the Supreme Court which had 
served as precedents for all Federal and State 
courts for more than a half century, nullified 
the constitutional and statutory provisions of 
seventeen sovereign states, and prescribed radi- 
cal and revolutionary changes in the long estab- 
lished customs and social traditions of a large 
proportion of the people of the United States. 


Southern Christians cherish a deep reverence 
for the Federal Constitution, and they wish to 
respect the dignity and integrity of our courts, 
and yet to many of us this sweeping decision 
of the highest court in virtually taking over 
the control and regulation of the schools of the 
nation seems to be a clear violation of the 
Constitution itself, and an unwarranted usurpa- 
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tion ot powers distinctly reserved to the several 
states and to the people of local communities. 


The reasons assigned by the Supreme Court 
for its revolutionary decision are not based 
on legal or moral principles, but on the exparte 
opinions of psychologists and _ sociologists, 
whose knowledge of this particular problem has 
been clearly shown to be superficial, and whose 
close affiliation with Socialist and Communistic 
organizations scarcely qualifies them as safe 
counsellors in formulating the policies which 
are to shape the education of the children of 
this great democracy, for generations to come. 


Believing as we do, that this decision was 
based upon false premises, that it is unsound 
in principle, unrealistic and impracticable, and 
that its consequences, if generally adopted, 
would prove disastrous and irreparable, we do 
not regard it as a proper or final adjudication 
of the issues involved. We believe that it 
should be reversed, and we appeal to the sober 
second judgment of the Court itself, to recog- 
nize and correct its error: failing that, we shall 
continue to appeal to the enlightened jucs- 
ment and the unfailing common sense of the 
fair-minded people of the nation to join us 
in mobilizing public sentiment in support of 
some wiser and better solution of the problem. 
For this attitude we have ample encourage- 
ment and high precedent. The Supreme Court 
has often reversed its own decisions, following 
changes in the personnel of the Court or in 
the political climate. Abraham Lincoln, in 
similar opposition to the pronouncement of a 
Supreme Court of his time, declared: “That 
——e of a judicial decision must be ex- 
punged from the books of authority. . . We 
mean to reverse it; and we mean to reverse it 
peaceably” (See Lincoln Encyclopedia, MacMil- 
lan 1950, pp. 88ff). The events proved that 
Lincoln was no false prophet. Men of like 
vision and courage, who do not give up because 
the odds are against them, may live to see 
history repeat itself in our generation. 


The Crux of the Problem 


In the South and in urban centers in the 
North, where the Negro population approxi- 
mates or exceeds that of the white, enforced 
integration of the schools, just in proportion 
as the experiment succeeded, would inevitably 
lead to the cultivation of such attitudes and 
.social intimacies as would result in intermar- 
riage between the two groups, and eventually 
to the blurring of all racial distinctions, and 
the amalgamation of the Negro and white races. 


Here therefore is the crux of the whole racial 
problem: Is it desirable that social relations 
leading normally to intermarriage and ultimate 
racial amalgamation should be encouraged and 
approved; or, is it more desirable, in the in- 
terests of all parties and society as a whole, that 
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racial inter-marriage should be ery tg or 
prohibited, and that each race should en 
abled to preserve its own racial integrity? 


This is the issue which overshadows all other 
considerations in the minds of parents in typical 


Southern communities, which explains their un- 


compromising opposition to the integrated 
school, and which also explains the traditional 
Southern attitude with respect to social inter- 
mingling of the races in homes, churches, hotels, 
public assemblies, recreation, transportation and 
other public facilities. — 


Many well-meaning civil and religious leaders 
who now endorse the policy of integration in 
schools, churches and other areas of life seem 
to ignore, or deliberately refuse to recognize, 
that the question of intermarriage and complete 
racial integration is necessarily involved, and 
is bound to overshadow all other issues in the 
minds of people whose children will be forced 
to serve as guinea pigs in this dangerous experi- 
ment in race relations. 


To his credit, be it said that the average 
Southern Negro attaches little importance to 
the possibility of intermarriage with the white 
race, and if left to himself would naturally 


prefer marriage within his own race. For this 


reason the professional agitators and Negro 
leaders have had comparatively little to say 
concerning intermarriage, and have based their 
appeal on the very natural desire of Negro 
parents to secure equal educational opportuni- 
ties for their children, and on the exploitation 
of some of the (petty) grievances which the 
Negro feels, by insisting that he is being dis- 


_criminated against as “a second class citizen.” 


However, many of the self-appointed pro- 
moters of the Integration movement are fully 
aware of the inherent and logical implications 
of the race-mixing program with respect to 


intermarriage, and as one of them has frankly 
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stated, the goal which they seek in America is 
“a social democracy which either begins with 
marriage, or necessarily includes marriage in 
its ideals and principles.” 


The Principle of Segregation 
From the Southern Viewpoint 


After long and painful experience, Southern 
people are firmly convinced that where two 
widely different races live together in the same 
area in approximately equal numbers, that 
the only alternative to racial amalgamation is 
some reasonable and equitable form of segrega- 
tion. | 


The pattern of segregation which has been in 
operation in the South, and throughout the 
nation generally, is the result of a gradual 
process of evolution for many generations. It 
must be admitted that it has not always been 
consistent or equitable, and some of its features 
cannot be defended on rational or ethical 
erounds. Like all human institutions, it is still 
far from perfect. On the whole, however, it 
has provided a working basis for mutual under- 
standing and effective co-operation between the 
two races. With occasional exceptions, peace 
and order have been preserved, mutual confi- 
dence and goodwill have been fostered, and 
each race has been able in the main to preserve 
its racial integrity, and to develop cultural and 
— patterns suited to its own capacities and 
needs. | 


The evils and injustices which have arisen 
under the system of segregation have been 
purely incidental, and have not been due to 
any fallacy in the principle of segregation, but 
to the weaknesses and perversities of individual 
members of both races. Southern Christians 


do not condone these wrongs, but everywhere 


condemn them, and are anxious to see them 
corrected. Up until the recent violent agita- 
tion precipitated by the Supreme Court de- 
cisions, steady progress was being made in the 
correction of such abuses and unfair practices 
and in the improvement of race relations. Even 
yet, except in a few localities, there is no indi- 
cation of any serious disturbance of the friendly 
relations existing between the rank and file of 
Negroes and whites throughout the South; 
which is a tribute not only to the good sense 


and self restraint of both groups, but also to © 


the basic soundness and practicality of the sys- 
tem of segregation under which they have lived 
and worked. 


Recognizing, therefore, that the system of 
segregation as heretofore maintained has cer- 
tain obvious defects, but believing that in the 
course of time these objectionable features may 
be eliminated without sacrificing the major ob- 
jective, we Southern Christians, with some ex- 
ceptions chiefly in the border states, approve 
the determination of our civil leaders to employ 
every legal expedient to prevent the integration 
of our schools, and to preserve the principle of 
segregation as a permanent feature of our pub- 


lic policy, with the confident assurance that in 


the long run, it will prove best for the present 
and the future welfare of both races. 


The Moral and Ethical Basis 
for Segregation | 


Aside from all questions of expediency, of 
constitutional technicalities, or of local inter- 
ests, there is a firm conviction in the minds of 
Southerr people that the principle of segrega- 
tion is amply supported by scientific, historical 
and Biblical data, and that it may be defended 
on moral and ethical grounds, and as consistent 
with the principles of Christianity and the great 
traditions of American democracy. The limits 


of this discussion will permit only a brief sum- 


mary of several of these reasons, which are be- 
lieved to be factual and logical. 


1. The widely different characteristics of the 
White and Negro Races would render complete 
integration illogical and impracticable. 


Modern anthropologists have discarded the 
term race as applicable to separate groups of 
people. They contend the differences shade off 
so gradually within each group, that no valid 
distinction can be made between the groups. 
Their contention however appears to be largely 


- a war about words or definitions. Actually, as 


a matter of common observation, we know that 
there are broad lines of difference between the 
several major branches of the human family, 
and whether they are properly called races or 


_ by some other designation, the white, the yellow, 


the brown, the black groups each have their 


own distinctive physical and cultural character- 


istics. For all practical purposes, therefore, we 
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may just as well follow common usage, and 


refer to them as separate races. 


Between the white and Negro races, with 
which we are directly concerned, these differ- 
ences are quite obvious not only as to the pig- 
ment of the skin, but many other physical fea- 
tures. Even greater and more important than 
these physical differences, are those which relate 
to mental, emotional, and moral development, 
esthetic appreciation, social and religious im- 
pulses and experiences. It is not necessary to 
ask or determine whether one of these races 
is superior to the other; for, after all, that is 
only an academic question, and the decision 
would depend upon the standard of measure- 
ment and the qualities which were measured. 
One race is likely to rate high on one point 
and low on others, and vice versa. Of one thing, 
however, there is abundant and indisputable 


evidence, these two races differ in a great many 
respects. These differences are not incidental - 


or superficial; they are fundamental, and any 
failure to recognize this fact is bound to gen- 
erate irritations and tensions resulting in in- 
dividual and social disorders and the ultimate 
impairment or destruction of moral and cul- 
tural values. That such racial differences have 
a decisive bearing on the problem of race rela- 
tions, and that they constitute a valid reason 
for the separation of the white and Negro races, 
is corroborated by no less an authority on race 
problems than President Lincoln, who, in a 
speech to a group of free Negroes at the White 
House in 1862, said: “You and we are different 
races. Whether it is right or wrong, I need 
not discuss, but this physical difference is a 
great disadvantage to us both, asI think .. . 
it affords a reason at least why we should be 
separated.” 


2. Intermarriage between widely different 
racial groups is unnatural, unfair to offspring, 
and prejudicial to human progress. 


In all nature God has endowed his living 
creatures with an instinct to mate only with 
their own kind. The old adage, “Birds of a 
feather flock together,” only expresses a uni- 
versal law of nature. Bluebirds never mate with 
redbirds, doves with blackbirds, or mocking 
birds with jays. The intelligent farmer does 
not allow his dairy and beef breeding stock 
to run in the same pasture, otherwise he would 
down-grade his herds, and have only a herd 
of scrubs or mongrels. The same principle ap- 
plies with even greater force to the mating of 
human beings of widely different types and 
cultural backgrounds. The offspring are gen- 
erally unstable, eccentric, ill-adjusted, unpre- 
dictable, unhappy. Extend the experiment on 
a large scale and over successive generations, 
and the result is a retarded or decadent civiliza- 
tion. Both science and history confirm the truth 
that progress for the human species as well as 
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for the lower orders of nature comes through 
_ selective breeding rather than through mongrel. 
ization. 


Lebon, the noted French psychologist and 
sociologist of the past century, testifies as fol- 
lows: “It is an historical fact that human stocks 
that have produced the highest civilizations have 
been strains of stock without mixture for many 
generations. Every race of fixed type that has 
attained the highest civilization, has quickly 
lost its power and standing after mixing with 
another race radically different.” 


In confirmation of the truth of this observa- 
tion we have but to cite the remarkable virility 
of the cultures of the Hebrews, the Greeks, and 
the English speaking peoples, all of whom kept 
their racial stocks pure, as contrasted with the 
retarded or decadent civilizations of India, 
Egypt, Spain, Portugal, who allowed their 
racial stocks to become mixed with the diverse 
peoples with whom they came in contact. Or, 
to take an illustration closer home; compare 
the achievements and progress of the people 
of North America, including Negroes as well 
as white people, where the principle of racial 
segregation has been generally maintained, with 
the status of the peoples of Central and South 
America where there is no color line, since the 
settlers from the Latin Nations of Europe freely 
intermarried with the native Indians and im- 
ported Negro slaves. Let those who now so 
strongly urge the integration of white and col- 
ored races in this country cross the Rio Grande, 
and travel all the way to the southern tip of 
South America, and see the ignorance, poverty, 
squalor, superstition, undeveloped resources, in- 
efficient and unstable governments, frequent 
revolutions, ruthless dictatorships, and the many 
other evidences of the blight that results from 
the mixing of dissimilar races! — 


To the same effect is the testimony of the 
late Dr. Charles W. Eliot, President of Harvard 


University, who with a staff of experts was 


sent by the Carnegie Foundation for Peace, 
to study the effect of race mixtures in the 
Orient. After spending many months in China, 
India, Japan, and the islands of the Pacific, 
they submitted their report, the gist of which 
is as follows: “First: The. experience of the 
East teaches that the intermarriage of races 


which are distinctly unlike is undesirable be- | 
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cause the progeny of such mixtures are as a 
rule inferior to each of the parent stocks, both 
physically and morally; a fact which has been 
demonstrated in large scale. Second: The Orient 
teaches the world that the pure race is best, and 
the crosses between unlike races seldom turn 
out well.” 


In the light of these indisputable facts, how 
can we consider any proposal or policy which 
involves the gradual integration and ultimate 
amalgamation of the white and colored races 
in the United States, except as a colossal blun- 
der, a betrayal of unborn generations and a 
monstrous crime against civilization. 


3. The Principle of Segregation 1s in harmony 
with the purpose and will of God as revealed 
in His Word, and is consistent with the teach- 
ings and spirit of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


God, himself, thwarted the first man-made 
plan of integration, by the confusion of tongues 
at the ‘Tower of Babel, and scattered the peo- 
ples abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
Whether one accepts that as a true story, as 
do most Southern Christians, or whether the 
allegorical interpretation of modern liberal 
scholarship is preferred, the fact remains that 
divine Providence is directly responsible for the 
linguistic differences and other factors which 
have served to keep the peoples of the earth 
segregated into tribal, national or racial groups, 
from prehistoric times down to our day. By 
special divine decree Abraham and his descend- 
ants were separated from all the other peoples 
of the earth, and for fifteen hundred years 
Israel existed as a strictly segregated nation. They 


were forbidden by God to mingle socially, to’ 


intermarry, or to amalgamate with the nations 
around them. Violations of this command were 
considered as a capital offense, and punished 


with great severity, by Moses and later by Ezra. 


Jesus used the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
to rebuke the smug complacency and narrow 
minded intolerance of the Jews and to show 
that the duty to love our neighbors is a practical 
principle of sympathy and helpfulness which 
knows no limitation of nationality or race. At 
the same time he did not ignore or denounce 
racial distinctions, nor did he set plans on foot 
to abolish them or to bring about amalgama- 
tion of the Jews with the Samaritans or other 


races. Insofar as we have any record there is 
no indication that Jesus or the Apostles were 
ever called upon to pass judgment upon the 
question of the rightness or wrongness of racial 
segregation or racial integration; certainly no 
question was raised concerning the mixing of 
races as dissimilar as the white and Negro 
races. Since this is primarily and essentially 


a social or political question, and since Our 


Lord on several occasions refused to decide con- 
troversial issues of a social or political nature, 
but left these matters to the reason and con- 
science of the individual, we are justified in 
concluding that he has given us no mandate 


-_ on this matter, but has left us free to decide 


the question in the light of reason and experi- 
ence and the broad principles set forth in the 
Old as well as in the New Testament. | 


In this connection, therefore, and by way of 
reply to the statements made recently by numer- 
ous church leaders and various ecclesiastical 
bodies denouncing segregation as “unjust,” 
“sinful,” “wicked,” “displeasing to God” and 
“essentially un-Christian,” from our point of 


view we confidently affirm; First: Since the 


practice of segregation was instituted among 
the Hebrew people by divine authority, and en- 


_ forced by stern theocratic sanctions for many 


centuries, and since Christ and the Apostles 
demonstrated that the principles of charity and 
Christian brotherhood could be made operative 
in all the relations of life without involving 
revolutionary changes in the social, economic, 
or political order, there is certainly no valid 
ground for the charge that segregation is inher- 
ently wrong, contrary to the will of God, and 
essentially un-Christian. 


4. Segregation is a well-considered and time- 
tested American Policy, and is consistent with 
the Principles of True Americanism. 


Ample evidence is available to show that 
segregation is in accord with the best thinking 
of representative American leadership, and as 
a time-tested American policy rests upon moral 
and ethical principles, and not upon blind and 
unreasoning prejudice, as has been loudly 
charged by some of its latter-day critics. 


Seventeen of the states of the union have 


incorporated the principle of segregation into 
their constitutions. Most of the other states 
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have approved it by statutory provisions, and 
all of the states with one or two exceptions, 
at one time or another, have adopted laws pro- 
hibiting inter-racial marriages. State and Fed- 
eral courts have uniformly approved these con- 
stitutional and statutory provisions, and until 
the violent political agitation was started some 
years ago, segregation was generally accepted 
as a firmly established principle of American 


public policy. 


Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration 
of Independence, and Abraham Lincoln, author 
of the Emancipation Proclamation, both 
strongly opposed to the institution of slavery, 
were both so completely convinced of the neces- 
sity of the segregation of the races that they 
earnestly advocated the repatriation of the Ne- 
groes to Africa or the West Indies. Since the 
abolition of slavery many representative leaders 
in church and state, both in the North and in 
the South, who felt a keen sympathy for the 
Negro and wished to help him improve his 
lot, never questioned or proposed but that. this 
should be done, and could be done, within 
the framework of a segregated society. 


It was the recognition of this truth as an 
essential feature of the American Way of Life, 
which made Booker T. Washington an influ- 
ential national leader and the greatest bene- 
factor of the Negro race in the past generation. 
All would-be leaders and promoters of better 


race relations in America today would do well 


to study his realistic approach to the problem 
and follow his able and far-seeing Christian 
leadership. In a notable and epoch-making ad- 
dress delivered at the Atlanta Exposition in 
_1895, pleading for understanding and co-opera- 
tion between the races he held aloft the torch 
which must guide us to the ultimate solution 
of this great and pressing problem. It is emi- 
nently fitting therefore that this discussion 
should be concluded with a quotation of his 
wise words. He said: “The wisest among my 
race understand that agitation of questions of 
social equality is the extremest folly, and that 
progress in the enjoyment of all the privileges 
that will come to us must be the result of severe 
and constant struggle rather than of artificial 
forcing . . . In all things that are purely 
social we can be separate as the fingers, yet 
one as the hand in all things essential to mutual 


progress.” 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 16 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Joseph, A Favorite Son 


Background Scripture: Genesis 37 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 68:1-6 


_ We begin today the study of one of the most fascinating men in the Bible. I expect if a group of 
children were asked to select the five stories they liked best in the Bible, that the story of Joseph 
would always be included. Not only is it a most interesting story for children, but it demands 
the attention of older people for it shows the overruling Providence of God in a marvelous way, and 
teaches us all some very valuable lessons. It is well that we have three Sabbaths to study about him, 


for he meant much to the whole nation of 
Israel. Biography can teach us many things, 
if it is truthful and unbiased, and these chapters 
are packed with meaning for those who have 
ears to hear and hearts and minds to understand 
and apply to our own lives and problems. 


I. Joseph: Loved and Hated: Genesis 37:1-4. 


It was sometime before Rachel, the wife that 
Jacob loved, had any children, so Joseph came 


into a home where there were older half- 


brothers and sisters. We are told of his birth 
in Genesis 30:22-24. None of the older chil- 
dren seemed spiritually inclined and life at 
this time in the home of Jacob was not con- 
ducive to either happiness or holiness. It takes 


but little imagination to picture the unwhole- 


some environment of the young lad. It was 
a miracle of divine grace and power that “any 
good thing’’ could come out of such a home. The 
atmosphere of the home and our religious train- 
ing has much to do with the formation of a 
godly character. Many of us look back and 
remember our mothers and fathers with a 
great deal of gratitude. It may be that Rachel 
and Jacob took special pains with this child, 
but we have no evidence to prove it, and we 
do see a great many evil influences at work. 
We are not told about these early days, and 
our narrative in chapter thirty-seven begins 
where Joseph is old enough to be out in the 
fields with the other sons of Jacob. After Jacob’s 
— at Peniel the home may have been 
etter. | 


His father made the well-nigh fatal mistake 
of showing his love and partiality: “Now Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children, because 
he was the son of his old age: (and we might 
add, the son of Rachel) and made him a coat of 
many colors.” This coat of many colors infur- 
iated his older brothers, for it was a sort of 
badge of superiority, the mark of a “prince.” 
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They hated him and could not speak peaceably 
unto him. I do not suppose that Israel could 
help loving Joseph as he did, but he should 
have refrained from showing it in such a marked 
way, for he could not but see that the other 
sons were jealous. Parents often make such 
mistakes, for some children are more adorable 
than others. Many homes have a somewhat 
similar problem today where there are children 
of different wives or husbands. It is natural to 
love one’s own child better than a step-child, 
and for children to love their own brothers 
and sisters better than half-brothers or sisters. 
It was not altogether Jacob’s fault that his 
home was so mixed up. It was God’s grace and 
providence that kept Joseph from utter ruin. 
There was but one Joseph in a bunch of rough 
and cruel men. His being made a kind of 
“overseer,” bringing back evil reports to his 
father, did not help matters. To be a “tale 
bearer” is never popular, even when it is justi- 
fied. 


II. Joseph, The Dreamer: 5-11. 


“And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told 
it to his brethren: and they hated him yet 
the more.” I imagine that Joseph was a bit 
“spoiled” : I do not see how it could have been 
avoided under the circumstances. Perhaps he 
liked to display his coat of many colors, his 
badge of superiority, and there may have been 
an exultant tone to his voice as he very unwisely 
told his dream to them, for the meaning of 
the dream was all too evident. “They hated 
him yet the more for his dream and for his 
words.” He dreamed a second time and told 
his father as well as his brothers. Israel mildly 
rebuked him, saying, What is this dream that 
thou has dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and 
thy brethren indeed come to bow ourselves 
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to thee to the earth? His brothers envied him 
but his father observed the saying. 


Will his dreams come true? God gave him 
the dreams, and it was God Who saw to it 
that after some severe chastening both of Joseph 
and his brothers, and of Israel himself, his 
dreams did come true. If God be for us, who 
can be against us? is a good promise to re- 
member as we continue our study of Joseph and 
God’s wonderful dealings with him. The young 
lad had much to learn before he was fit to 
become premier of Egypt and saviour of his 
family, and his rough brothers had to be dealt 
with before they were in any sense worthy to 
become the heads of the tribes of Israel. The 
world owes a lot to its “dreamers,” but there 
is many a slip between a dream and its realiza- 
tion, as some of our inventors and explorers have 
found to be true. 


III. Joseph and His Brothers: 12-36. 


Israel acted very foolishly when he sent Joseph 
on such a mission. He must have known how 
the brothers felt toward their younger brother, 
and how this would irritate them. Then, too, 
Joseph was young and inexperienced, lost his 
way, and was found wandering in the fields. 
The man who found him directed Joseph to 
Dothan, for the brothers had said, Let us go 
_ to Dothan. 


They saw him afar off and their first plan 
was to slay him, but Reuben, the oldest of 
the men, advised against this, and suggested 
that they put Joseph in a dry pit which was 
nearby, planning to take him out later and 
restore him to his father. We see something 
of Reuben’s unstable character in this incident. 
When Jacob gave his blessing to his sons, he 
said of Reuben, “unstable as water, thou shalt 
not excel.” He did not have the moral courage 
to do the right thing and defend Joseph, but 
he compromised with his conscience. They put 
Joseph in the pit. 


While eating bread they saw a company of 
Ishmaelites on their way to Egypt. Judah sug- 
gests that they make some money out of it, 
and at the same time not have Joseph’s blood 
on their hands. So they take him out of the 
pit and sell him for twenty pieces of silver. 
Looking back we can see the hand of God in 
all this, but at the time there was nothing seen 
but the evil intent of these men. Joseph ex- 
plains it later, (see chapter 50:21), “But as 
for you, ye thought evil against me: but God 
meant it unto good.” These men by wicked 
hands and with wicked hearts committed a 
heinous crime, but God overruled it for the 
good of Joseph and all the family. We see 
both sides later; only one side is seen at the 
time. This is true in many instances. Peter 
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“tells the Jews, “Him, being delivered by the 


determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied and slain.” Men are responsible for their 
wicked deeds. God permits these deeds to be 
done, but He does not allow men’s wickedness © 
to interfere with His plans, but rather to fur- 
ther them. God had a wonderful plan for 
Joseph’s life and a great work for him to do. 
He makes even the wrath of man to praise 
Him, and the residue of wrath He restrains. 


Reuben returns and is~deeply grieved over 
the disappearance of Joseph. Did they reveal 
what they had done to him? I suppose they had 
to, for he fell in with their plan for deceiving 
their father. Reuben lacked the “inside braces” 
which give moral courage. The lesson taught 
us here is sadly needed today. We have men 
in public life who are not courageous enough 
to “stand up and be counted.” ‘They fall in 
with schemes which are more or less crooked 
and when you remonstrate with them they 
excuse themselves by saying that there is a 
popular demand for it. I read of one man like 
this. When his friend said to him, “John, 
why did you vote for such a measure? you 
knew it was wrong.” The man replied, “Yes, I 
knew it was wrong, but the pressure was so 
great I had to give in.” His friend exclaimed, 
“Pressure; man where were the ‘Inside Braces’?”’ 
I think we might ask many of our legislators 
the same question. Reuben, rending his clothes 
in grief, is a pitiable sight. Unstable as water, 
he had allowed Joseph to be sold. 


All of them now agree on a story which they 
will tell to their father. They take Joseph's 
coat of many colors, dip it in the blood of a 
kid, and take it to him saying, “This have we 
found: know now whether it be thy son’s coat, 
or no. They tell as little a lie as possible. The 
blow nearly broke Israel’s heart. Think how 
long this guilty secret was kept by them! Years 
later, as they stood in the presence of Joseph 
in Egypt, not knowing him, they said one to— 
another, “We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us, and we would not hear: 
therefore is this distress come upon us.” “And 
Reuben answered them saying, Spake I not 
upon you, saying, Do not sin against the child; 
and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also 
his blood is required.” (Gen. 42:21,22). 


It may take sin a long time to “find us out,” 
but sooner or later, it will do so. Jacob’s house- 
hold, far from happy before this sad deception, 
becomes now a place of overwhelming sorrow. 
Sin, unconfessed and unforgiven, festers like a 
thorn in the flesh. What a “hell on earth” to 
have to live with such a secret sin and guilt! 
The brothers must have suffered too, unless 
their consciences were seared as with a hot iron. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 16 


“The Importance 


Scripture: Romans 7:15-25 and Philippians 4:8 
Hymns: 
“O For A Heart To Praise My God” 


“Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated” 


“Take Time To Be Holy” 


Program Leader: 


In our study of some Scripture passages in 
last week’s program we discovered that Jesus 
taught that the basic thing about sin is not 
the word or the deed, but the attitude which 
lies behind it. Proverbs 23:7 says of man, “As 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” The teach- 
ing of Christ enlarges on this idea. A person 
may be untrue to his real nature in what he 
says and does because of various pressures that 
are brought to bear upon him, but the thought 
of his mind and heart are the true measure of 
his character. If you want to know what kind 
of person you really are, then take an honest 
look at your thoughts. 

We are not to think that what we say and 
do is unimportant. Our words and our actions 
make an impression on people and influence 


their lives. Our influence is always important. 


God is not only concerned with our words and 
deeds, He is concerned with our thoughts. He 
knows why we do things as well as what we 
do and say. God is most concerned with our 
thinking because He knows that a man’s think- 
ing must be changed before the man can be 
changed. 

In this program we want to discover how to 
think rightly . . . how to think in a way 
that will be acceptable and pleasing: to God. 


First Speaker: 


(Read Psalm 19: 14.) Many of us have re- 
peated this verse often. Perhaps we have made 
it our prayer at times. We need to understand 
that if our meditations and words are to be 
acceptable in the sight of the Lord, we must 
look to Him as Redeemer and Enabler. God 
tells us that we do not think His thoughts. 
(Read Isaiah 55:8,9). If we are to think His 
thoughts, our lives must be changed. We must 
be born again. (John 3:7.) We must be made 


new creatures in Christ. (II Corinthians 5:17.) 


The only way of being changed is to accept 
Christ by faith as our Redeemer and Lord. 
When we accept Him, we no longer live our 
own lives, but He lives in us (Galatians 2:20.) 
Paul describes the mind of Christ (read Philip- 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Of Right Thinking” 


pians 2:5-8), and the only way to have this 
mind of Christ is to receive Him into your 
life by faith. 


Second Speaker: 


(Read Romans 7:15.) Paul was already a 


Christian when he wrote these words. We learn 


from his experience that we must continue to 
guard our lives and especially our thoughts 
even after we have accepted Christ. It is pos- 


sible for Christians to be very displeasing to 


the Lord in the thoughts they entertain. Our 
lives are secure when we believe in Christ, but 
we ought to use those lives to honor Him. In 
honoring the Lord with our lives it is very im- 
portant that we guard our thoughts. We need 
to make a practice of examining our thinking 
in the light of God’s revealed way. It is often 
much easier for our words and deeds to pass 


the test than it is for our thoughts. In this 


respect we need to pray for insight so that we 
may see ourselves as we really are. We need 
also to pray for strength to overcome our tempta- 
tions to think unworthy thoughts. We need to 
make the prayer continually which David made, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. 


Third Speaker: 

It is not enough to guard against wrong 
thoughts. We must positively seek to think 
in a way which will be acceptable to the Lord. 
It has already been suggested that we ought 
to make an honest appraisal of our own lives 
and thinking, but we must not spend all of 
our time thinking about self. One of the best 
ways to have thoughts which will honor the 
Lord is to think about Him and the truths 
revealed in His word. The Psalmist said, ““Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee.” Psalm 119:11. In Philippians 
4:8 Paul lists some of the things which are good 
to think about. God has given us so much 
that is beautiful and good to occupy our 


thoughts that it is a shame that so many of | 


us give so much time to thinking about things 
that are morbid, evil, and ugly. We are cer- 
tainly not to ignore the realities of sin and 
evil in the world, but we would surely be more 
pleasing to the Lord and happier ourselves, 
if we gave more time to thinking about Him 
and His goodness. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 


in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 

Sunday, June 16, Job 37:5-14. Read vwv.5-13, 
tracing the line of thought and observing the 
poetic language. This is Elihu, the fourth of 
Job’s friends (32:1-5), who is trying to give him 
advice (chapters 32-37) . What central fact about 
God in nature does Elihu mention in vwv.5-13? 
What does he say in vv.12-13 about God’s con- 
trol over nature? Do you think his advice of 
v. 14 was good? Yet, Elihu, for all of his com- 
mendable statements about God, did Job very 
little good. It was when God, Himself, began 
to ask Job searching questions (chapters 38-41) 
that Job was humbled in the dust (40:3-5; 
42:1-3). Do the questions God asked Job 
in chapters 38-41 express a truth similar to 
that which Elihu expressed in 37:5-13? Friends, 
in their own wisdom, can tell us of the great- 
ness of God and leave us unmoved, but when 
God Himself speaks to us, whatever the man- 
ner, it brings us to our knees. 

Monday, June 17, Psalm 19:1-6. The glory 
of God is proclaimed by the heavens themselves 
(vv.1-6). Though they speak no tongue or 
language (v.3), the message they proclaim is 
universal (vv.1-2,4). In beholding the heavens 
in vv.2,5-6, what message is proclaimed to you 
concerning God (v.1) ? However, it is the Word 
of God (vv.7-13) that speaks to us of our rela- 
tion to the Creator. List the words in vv.7-10 
that describe the Law of God. What effects 
does it have on the Psalmist (vv.7-14)? How 
does it satisfy his soul (v.10)? keep him from 

sin (vv.11-13)? give him a spirit of dedica- 
tion (v.14)? What effect has the Word of God 
had in your life? 

Tuesday, June 18, Genesis 9:12-14. We have 
the assurance that as long as the earth remains, 
God will never again destroy His creatures with 
a flood (9:8-11). What does this mean in terms 
of the seasons of the year (8:22)? in terms of 
life upon the earth (8:21)? What sign did 
God give man _ regarding these promises 
(9:12-17) ? Think of what this promise of God 
means as man today faces the possibility of 
exterminating himself. There will be a day 
when the earth will itself be destroyed, but 
that will be the time when Christ will return 
and set up His Kingdom (IIPeter 3:8-13). 
Thus, as we live in the atomic age, we should 
live in the comfort of the sign of the rainbow 
(9:12-17), but be ready in our daily living for 
the return of Christ (II Peter 3:11-12). 

Wednesday, June 19, Job 38:4-7. Concentrate 
on 38:4-7, but, as time allows, read the other 
questions God asked Job in chapters 38-39, 
0-41. What is the basic nature of these ques- 
tions? What is their main point? What type 
of response is expected of the one to whom 
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they are addressed? Notice God’s opinion of 
the vain reasonings of Job’s friends (38:1-2). 
What truth did Job come to realize about God 
through these questions (42:1-2)? What con- 
fession did he find he needed to make (42:3)? 
What attitude did he then adopt toward the 


’ Lord (40:3-5; 42:6)? The Christian should also 


stand in awe before Christ as he realizes that 
Christ is one with God the Father and was 
with Him in all the acts of creation (John 
1:1-3). 

Thursday, June 20, Psalm 19. Read vwv.7-11 
to see what a study of God’s laws can do for you. 
They give life (v.7a), wisdom (v.7b), joy 
(v.8a) , the ability to discern between right and 
wrong (v.8b). The laws of God are not to 
be dreaded or avoided but greatly desired 
(v.10). They do warn us against sin (v.lla), 
but our heeding of their warning is greatly 
rewarded (v.11b). Even with the law it is hard 
for us to be aware of all our sins (v.12), and 


harder still for us not to be enslaved by the 


things we know are wrong (v.13). We must 
study and cherish the law of God (vv.7-11), 
yet depend wholly upon God for our obedience 


_ to it (vv.12-13). Then can the prayer of v.14 


become meaningful in our lives. 

Friday, June 21, Matt. 6:25-30. Christ makes 
very clear that the things His followers value 
most highly must not be material things (vv.19- 
21), that, in fact, it is utterly impossible for 
them to be dedicated both to materialism and | 


to God (vv.24-25). Why is our attitude toward 


money and material possessions so important 
to our spiritual lives (vv.21,22-23)? See also 


I Timothy 6:5-10. Jesus goes on to say that 


we cannot excuse our pre-occupation with ma- 


terial things by saying that we must provide 


for our physical needs (vv.25-32). What reasons 
does He give in vv.25-32 for the truth of this 
statement? Many of us are living as though 
we were not even Christians (vv.31-32), as 
though we did not believe Jesus meant to keep 
the promises He makes in these verses (vv.26, 
28,30,33). Do you believe them? Could a pre- 
occupation with material things be blocking 
your Christian growth? 


Saturday, June 22, Psalm 46. The words of 
the 46th Psalm have served as an encouragement 
to many who have been perplexed by the ad- 
versities of life. Verse one sets the theme. 
Notice the phrases introduced by the word - 
“though” in vv.2-3. How do these phrases 
strengthen the statement of v.1? It is the 
Creator, Himself, who is our refuge (vv.7,11). 
The nations of earth war against Him (v.6a), 
but by the mere utterance of His voice the 
earth melts. (6b). Observe how close God is 
to His own people (v.4): He dwells in their 
midst (vv.4b-5a); He is a “very present help” 
(v.l) and “that right early” (v.5). He is our 
refuge (vv.1,7,11). We need to be still before 
Him (v.10) to know His presence (vv.1,7,11). 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on 
“Jesus and Citizenship” 

Prepared by Morton H. Smith 


Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 
Lesson 7. SICKNESS AND HEALTH 


Introduction: 

The Christian Faith is an all comprehensive 
world and life view. It does speak, not only 
of our spiritual needs, but also of our physical 
and mental needs. This being true, it is proper 


that we study what the Bible has to say re- | 


garding our health, both physical and spiritual. 
Much of our Lord’s ministry on earth was 
spent in healing the sick. This involves the 
matter of miracle, which we must study if we 


are to have a proper understanding of the 


Biblical teaching on sickness and health. 


I. The Origin of Sickness. 


Man as created was not subject to death nor 
to the sicknesses of the body that eventually 
bring death. The entrance of sin brought both 
sickness and death. Thus sickness ultimately 
is due to sin and Satan. 


II. The Ministry of Jesus in Relation to Sickness 
A. The Place of Miracle in Christianity. 


There is no such thing as a non-miraculous 
Christianity. The very Person of Christ, as 
the God-man involved miracle, as did His work 
also. All the “lesser miracles” point to the 
ultimate miracle of Jesus Christ and His work. 
They are all revelations of God in that they 
teach us of the nature of His redemptive work 
for us. 


B. The Particular Place of Healing Miracles. 


Healing miracles point to the healing power 
of Jesus Christ, and of His Gospel. Just as He 
healed the bodies of men, so also He heals 
the souls of men from the disease of sin. 


Ill. The Christian and Sickness 
A. Attitude toward Medical Profession. 


Since sickness is a manifestation of the results 
of sin, it is proper for the Christian to join in 
the efforts to curb sickness and disease. 
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B. Attitude toward “Faith Healing.” 


Miracles in the technical sense have ceased — 
with the close of the New Testament. God 
does often answer prayer by special providence, 
but we cannot expect miracles in the New Tes- 
tament sense. The special case of James 5:14-15 
is studied in the lesson. 


C. Attitude toward Socialized Medicine. 


Good civil government, according to the 
Bible, is for the promotion of good. Thus the 
State may properly concern itself over the health 
of its people. The State should not interfere 
with the duty of the individual in such matters. 


I, The Origin of Sickness 


It is obvious that man, as created, was not 
subject to sickness. He was made good, directly 
from the hand of God, and thus was perfect 
in body and soul. Of course he was subject 
to the possibility of change. It was possible 
for him to sin and thus to lose his original 
perfection and to bring sickness of both body 
and soul into this world. The third chapter 
of Genesis teaches that this is exactly what hap- 
pened. Man did sin in open rebellion against 
his Maker. The result of this fall was the in- 
fliction by God of the curse on man. This 
involved the pains and sorrows of this life, as 
well as the penalty of death, both spiritual 
and physical. Even as the body became subject 
to physical death because of sin, so also it 
became subject to physical ills, which are often 
the cause of the death of the body. Sickness 
then should be seen as a result of sin, the work 
of Satan. Man’s fight against disease may thus 
be looked upon as part of his struggle against 
Satan and sin. 


II. The Ministry of Jesus in Relation to Sickness 
A. The Place of Miracle in Christianity. 


From the beginning to the end of His min- 
istry Christ was concerned with human sick- 
ness and suffering. He Himself underwent the 
extreme of physical hunger during the forty 
days in the wilderness at the beginning of His 
ministry. And in His death He suffered the 
physical anguish of the Roman scourge and 
the cross. Thus He knows our suffering and 
anguish. “For it became Him, for whom are 
all things, and through whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons unto glory to make the 
Author of their salvation perfect through suf- 
ferings.” (Heb. 2:10). | 
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Any thing designed to meet your special needs is bound to 
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From His first miracle at the marriage feast 
in Cana to the final miraculous act of ascension 
from the earth His ministry was marked with 
many miracles. A large number of these were 
miracles of healing or even of raising the dead. 
All in all there are some 40 to 50 specific mir- 
acles recorded in the Gospels, but these cer- 
tainly represent only a small fraction of the 
total number that He performed. Just as we 
have only a small proportion of His words, so 
also only a small number of His miracles have 
been recorded. Mark summarizes one evening 
of His healing ministry in the following words: 
“And at even, when the sun did set, they brought 
unto him all that were diseased, and them that 
were sick, and them that were possessed with 
devils. And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. And He healed many that were 
sick of divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils ...” In his summary of the Galilean 
ministry Matthew indicates that it included 
both preaching and miracles. “And Jesus went 
about in all Galilee teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all manner of diseases and all manner 
of sickness among the people. And the report 
of Him went forth into all Syria; and they 
brought unto Him all that were sick, holden 


with divers diseases and torments, possessed. 


with devils, and epileptic, and palsied; and He 
healed them.” (Matt. 4:23-24). 


The healing ministry of Jesus brings us to 
the question of “miracle” and Christianity. In 
order for us to understand this phase of His 
ministry we must first have some understand- 
ing of the general place of miracle in the plan 


of God. 


JUNE 5, 1957 


Many stumble at the miraculous aspect of 
Christianity. They seek to maintain a non- 
miraculous Christianity. Actually there is no 
such thing. Christianity, of necessity, involves, 
not only a message, but also the acting of 
God on behalf of man, in a way which man 
could not act for himself. Man, by his fall, 
utterly lost his own righteousness and his own 
ability to live uprightly before God. If peace 
between God and man was ever to be reestab- 
lished, it would have to be/done by God, not 
by the incapacitated man. \The good news of 
the Gospel of Jesus is that Gyd has acted in 
behalf of sinful man. He has 3tepped in and 
intervened with the natural coufse of sin. This 
He has done in the Person 4nd Work of Jesus 
Christ as our Savi6ur. The plan of salvation is 
at its heart and gore “miraculous.” 


This may be/ seen especially in the Christian 
view of both the Person and the Work of Jesus 
Christ. He, who, was and is the Eternal and 
Unchangeable God,made Himself of no repu- 


tation and entered into-this life, by taking unto 


Himself our human nature. Ouf own Mediator 
He is both God and man, in two distinct natures, 
and yet One Person forever. His entrance into 
this life was by the miracle of the Virgin Birth. 


Not only does His Person involve miracle, but 
also His works include it. His ministry was | 
marked throughout by miracles. His work as 
Saviour and Redeemer reached its climax in 
the death and resurrection. He who was the 
Author of Life conquered death by laying down 
His life and taking it up again. The necessity 
of the death and resurrection of Christ for 


Christianity is seen in the early preaching 
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throughout Acts. This is the message that the 
Gospel preachers preached. Paul said: “If 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins.” (I Cor. 15:17). The glory 


of the Gospel of Christ is the fact of the miracle . 


of Christ’s Resurrection. 


In addition to the work of Christ involving 
the miraculous, so also does the work of the 
Holy Spirit in applying the Gospel to sinners. 
It takes His supernatural operation to implant 
the new heart in sinners so that they shall be 
enabled to exercise faith in Christ. ‘Thus miracle 
is seen to be at the very heart and core of 
Christianity. Without miracle, there is no 
Christianity. 

Having seen that miracles are an essential 
element of the Christian Gospel, there is one 
more point that needs to be made before we 
examine the particular use of healing miracles. 
It is the fact that miracles were not used in- 
discriminately in the Scripture. They were al- 
ways used in connection with the special revela- 
tion of God. In many cases they were used 
to authenticate the servant of the Lord as God’s 
servant. This was the case of the plagues of 
Moses. Generally they were not merely signs 
of power, but were revelational themselves. 
That is, the act itself revealed some special 
message. The plagues of Moses seem to have 
been directed against the various Egyptian 
deities, and thus were a direct demonstration 
of God’s power over all pagan gods. The pas- 
sage through the Red Sea was the picture of 
God’s supernatural redemption of His people 
from the land of bondage. It was a clear dem- 
onstration to the Israelites of the fact that 
they could not save themselves, but had to 
depend upon God alone for salvation. Abraham 
Kuyper, the great Dutch theologian, summa- 
rizes this view of miracles in these words: “Every 
miracle is a real prophecy of the parousia (Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ) and of the restitution of 
all things which it introduces. The miracle is 
the basis of the hope, in that entirely peculiar 
significance which in Scripture it has along 
with faith and love. It shows that something 
different is possible, and prophesies that such 
it shall sometime be.” (Encyclopedia of Sacred 
Theology, p. 501). 

B. The Particular Place of Healing Miracles. 

Having seen that miracles are themselves 
revelational, let us now return to the miracles 
of -healing to see just what they reveal to us 
of God and His plan of salvation. 

Satan had brought sin into this world, and 
as a result the pains and misery of this life 
in the sickness of body and soul. Christ by 
healing the sick and casting out demons dem- 
onstrated His power over Satan and sin. He 
Himself confirmed the fact that miracles were 
revelational of His ultimate saving power in 
the case of the healing of the paralytic. There 
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He said, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are 
forgiven.” (Mt. 9:22). When He knew of the 
questioning in the hearts of the scribes, He 
said, “Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 
For which is easier, to say, Thy sins are for- 
given; or to say, Arise and walk? But that ye 
may know that the Son of Man hath authority 
on earth to forgive sins (then saith He to the 
sick of the palsy), Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and go unto thy house.” (Mt. 9: 4-6). Here 
it is clear that the forgiveness of sins and the 
healing of the body are related. In the last 


analysis, as we have already indicated, sickness 


of body is the result of the fall of man into 
sin. Thus, when Jesus was dealing with the 
sickness of this man, He dealt first of all with 
his sickness of soul, and then with that of the 
body. In fact, the physical healing was given 
as a demonstration of the fact that He had the 
power to deal with sin itself. In other words, 
to be able to heal the bodies of men implied 
the ultimate victory of Jesus over sin itself. 


Matthew saw the implications of the relation 
between the healing of Christ and His redemp- 
tive work, when he records: “And when even 
was come they brought unto Him many pos- 
sessed with demons; and He cast out the spirits 
with a word, and healed all that were sick: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet, saying, Himself 
took our infirmities, and bare our diseases.” 
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(Mt. 8:16-17. Matthew is quoting Isaiah 53, 
in which the prophet presented the suffering of 
the Servant in behalf of His people. It is the 
substitutionary atonement that is described in 
Isaiah 53, and Matthew, under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit identifies the healing work 
of Jesus as a fulfillment of a part of this 
prophecy. | 

Perhaps the real significance of this fact can 
be illustrated from the healing of the leper that 
Matthew records earlier in this same chapter. 
Jesus is described as reaching forth and touch- 
ing the leper. To touch a leper was to be- 
come ceremonially unclean. It was to take on 
the uncleanness of the leper. Jesus, by His 
touch, portrays for us His whole work as our 
Substitute. “Him who knew no sin He (God) 
made to be sin on our behalf; that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
(II Cor. 5:21). “Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a curse for 
us . . . ” (Gal. 3:13). Just as the physical 
healing described by Matthew involved the as- 
sumption by Jesus of the infirmities of the sick, 
so also the salvation of sinners involved His 
taking of our penalty on the Cross. The heal- 
ing miracles of Jesus thus give us a picture of 
the spiritual work of salvation that He has 
wrought for sinners. He has taken our sin 
sickness upon Himself, and paid its penalty. 
The result of this work is the free offer of 


spiritual health to the world of sinners. “He 


was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes 
we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Not only do the healing miracles portray 
the saving work of Christ, but they also indicate 
how we receive the benefits of His work. It is 
to be noted that these miracles were performed 
in response to faith. By analogy, those who 
come to faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour find 
the salvation of their souls. The healing miracles 
also throw light on the relation of God’s sov- 
ereign activity in salvation and man’s response 
to this activity. Notice how Jesus commands 
the sick to do that which they cannot do, namely, 
to arise and to take up their beds. It is Christ 
who enables them to stand and walk, and yet 
it is the one healed who does the standing and 
walking. When we grow perplexed over the 
matter of God’s calling sinners, who are dead 
in trespasses and sins, to come to Him by 
the exercise of faith, a thing they are unable to 
do in their own strength, let us remember that 
it is God who gives faith to His elect. (See 
Ephesians 2:1-10), even as Christ enabled the 
sick to rise and walk despite their sickness. 
Here we see the absolute sovereignty of God 
coupled with the responsibility of the man. 


From all of this we see that the healing mir- 
acles of Jesus serve to reveal to us most clearly 
His saving work and its application to us. 
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Ill. The Christian and Sickness 


A. Attitude toward Medical Profession. 


It seems scarcely necessary to say that since 
sickness is due to the entrance of sin into the 
world, the Christian should combat it by every 
means that God has given to li'm. It is cer- 
tainly entirely proper that Christians enter 
into the medical profession, and that they sup- 
port the war against disease being waged by 
medicine. 


B. Attitude toward “Faith Healing.” : 


We have seen that the miracles of healing in 
the Bible were directly related to God’s special 
revelation of Himself and His plan of salvation. 
With the close of the New Testament we have 
the completion of God’s special redemptive 
revelation. This being the case, miracles in 
the Biblical sense have also ceased. It is true 
that God still answers prayers, and that He 
may do so by special acts of providence, but 
this is hardly the same as a Biblical miracle. 


In denying modern “faith healing’ we must 
reckon with those passages in the Bible that 
seem to teach that they are possible. Perhaps 
the most prominent of these passages is James 
5:14-15. “Is any among you sick? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall © 
save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have committed sins, it 


_ shall be forgiven him.” 


The first thing to be noted in the passage 
is the context. This case of the sick is the third 
of a group of three. The main thrust of the 
over all passage is that we should be Christian, 
whether suffering, cheerful, or sick. In each 
case we are to call on God, either for help or 
to praise Him. The case of the sick is treated 
in more detail than the others. It is interesting 
to note that the sick person is to call on the 
elders of the Church to come and pray for 
him. This clearly teaches that the Church has 
a responsibility to pray for the sick. In this 
connection it should be observed that the ulti- 
mate result of this prayer is not just the healing 
of the body, but the spiritual blessing, the 
forgiveness of sin. This, after all, is the basic 
need of all sinners. God may use sickness to 
bring us down to submission to Him. 


There is also the promise of physical heal- 
ing in the passage. Some have argued that 
this does involve the miraculous healing of the 
New Testament period, and thus have no rele- 
vance for the present time. Others, who teach 
that it does apply to the present age, indicate 
that it does not necessarily imply a miraculous 
healing, but simply the answer to prayer. As 
to why all are not thus raised up, the answer 
is given either that the Holy Spirit does not 
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lead such prayers to be uttered except in cases 
where He intends to heal, or that the promise 
was not ever intended as an each and every 
case promise. Both of these arguments may 
be valid. It is a fact that the Apostles them- 
selves did not cure every disease. Paul refers 
to the sickness of Epaphroditus as that which 
took him nigh unto death, “but God had mercy 
on him; and not on him only, but on me also, 
that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow.” 
(Phil. 2:27). It is clear that Paul did not 


expect the healing of Epaphroditus, but re- | 


counts it as something unusual. On another 
occasion he left Trophimus sick at Miletus. 
(II ‘Tim. 4:20). Or again in his own case, 
though he prayed over the thorn in the flesh 
three times, he learned in the negative answer 
from God that His grace was sufficient for 
him. (II Cor. 12:9). In other words, it may 
be God’s purpose to manifest His power in 
us through our weakness or sickness, in which 
case, the disease may not be removed, but He 
shall give us grace to help in time of need. 
(See Hebrews 4:14-16). Jesus Himself is the 
great example of this very case as He prayed 
in Gethsemane that the cup of His suffering 
might pass from Him if possible, yet not His 
will but God’s be done. May we learn to follow 
Him in this! 


C. Attitude toward Socialized Medicine. 


The question of socialized medicine is one 
of increasing debate in our country. Remem- 
bering that sickness is due to sin, and that 
the state is established for good, it does not 
seem necessarily wrong for the state to enter 


into the problem of the health of its people. 
The case for the state entering into the field 
of health and medicine can be made especially 
where the general public is involved, such as, 
an epidemic, sanitation, etc. The state’s primary 
sphere of activity is that of justice and peace 
or security. The case of the general health of 
the public might fall under the realm of 
national security. 3 

To admit the need of state action in such 
matters of public health is not to accept the 
principle of socialized medicine. The Bible 
teaches that there are several different spheres 
of example. For example, the individual has 
certain privileges and certain responsibilities be- 
fore God that no one else can perform for 


him. The same is true of the family, of the © 


church, and of the state. As we have already 
indicated, the state’s primary task is that of 
maintaining justice and civil peace and security. 
For the state to infringe on the sphere of the 
Church is certainly recognized as wrong, and it 
is just as wrong for it to infringe on the sphere 
of the family and of the individual. It would 
seem that the individual’s health problems are 
very largely his own problem and responsibility, 
unless he is endangering the public. Thus 
the normal case of sickness is not the affair 
of the state, but rather that of the individual 
and his family. We see in the present trend 
toward socialized medicine in this country a 
serious threat to sovereignty of the individual’s 
or the family’s sphere of action. As Christian 
citizens we should seek to direct our govern- 
ment toward the Biblical ideal in this and all 
matters. 


MISS PEGGY ROSS 
EDITOR OF YOUTH MATERIALS 


Richmond, Va. — Miss Peggy Ross will 
join the staff of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Presbyterian Church, U. S., on July 15 as 
editor of youth materials. 


Native of Greenville, South Carolina, the 
new editor is now completing work for the 
degree of Master of Religious Education at 
the Assembly’s Training School in Richmond. 
She holds bachelor’s degrees from Columbia 
Bible College and Furman University. 


Miss Ross has taught Bible in the public 
schools of Concord, North Carolina, and Blue- 
field, West Virginia, for ten years. Active in 
youth work during school years, she has served 
as adult adviser to young people in_ local 
churches and taught at summer conferences. 
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Miss Bettie Currie, director of youth work, 
said in announcing the appointment, ‘She brings 
to her job as editor of youth materials a pene- 
trating and informed mind in the content of 
the Christian faith and the Bible, and a concern 
for the Christian growth of young people and 
their adult leaders that will provide a richness 


to the Church’s program in this area.” 


Board of Christian Education 


Richmond—Plans for opening a new Presby- 
terian Book Store in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
were approved by the denomination’s Board of 
Christian Education at its regular May session. 


Mrs. Lex Luttz, Richmond native who has operat- 
ed the church’s summer book store at Montreat, 
North Carolina, for the past four years, will be- 
come manager of the new store when it opens 10 
the late Fall. 


Re-elected as chairman of the 24-member board 
was the Rev. Matthew B. Lynn of Midland, Texas. 
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Two of three new board members aitended and 
were given committee assignments. These were 
Dr. MeFerran Crowe, president of Belhaven Col- 
lege, Belhaven, Mississippi, and T. Mack Blackburn 
of Knoxville, Tennessee. The third new member, 
Dr. Houston St. Clair of Tazewell, Virginia, was 
unable to attend because of illness. 


Dr. S. J. Patterson, secretary of men’s work 
reported that more than 1,500 registrations had 


come in for the men’s convention at Miami in 


October. He noted that this figure is far ahead 
of the 1954 New Orleans convention and predicted 
an attendance of 12,000. The board’s next meeting 
will be held in Miami immediately after the con- 
vention. 


Appointment of William J. Dawson, Jr., as as- 
sistant book editor of John Knox Press was con- 
firmed by the board. Dawson has been merchan- 
dising manager of the Richmond book store. 


Cameron Deans, general manager of the board’s 
publication division, announced plans for a two- 
month trip to eight European countries this sum- 
mer. He will interview 21 publishers about Euro- 
pean rights for publishing present and future John 
Knox Press books and secure American publication 
rights for foreign books. 


ADVANCE IN CHURCH BUILDING 


New religious construction may exceed $900 mil- 
lion in 1957, if the pace set in the first quarter 
of the year is maintained, according to the current 
Bulletin of the American Association of Fund- 
Raising Counsel. 


Official statistics show religious construction in 
the first three months of 1957 is 17 per cent above 
the same months of last year. During the first 
quarter new religious construction put in place 
was at the rate of $2.1 million a day. penditures 
for new construction represent about one third 
of all money contributed to religious purposes. 


Over $4.5 billion has been spent in new religious 
=" in the United States in the past 
ecade. 


The value of religious structures in the United 
Sates is now estimated at approximately 
$12,650,000,000. 


Value of new religious construction in the 
United States in the past ten years is as follows 
in millions: 1947-$126; 1948-$251; 1949-$360; 
1950-$409; 1951-$452; 1952-$399; 1953-$474; 
1954-$588; 1955-$736; 1956-$773. 


Church Business Managers’ 


Association 


Over 150 church business managers and their 
wives are expected to gather in Dallas July 10-12 
lor the first national convention of Church 
Business Managers’ Association. 


Dr. Willis Tate, President of Southern Meth- 
odist University, will be the keynote speaker 
lor the three-day meeting which will be held 
in the First Methodist Church . | 


The one-year-old organization is open to all 
Protestant business managers. This group is al- 
tady composed of representatives from six de- 
oninations. These persons hold such titles as 
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HIGH SCHOOL Teacher and Principal wanted 
for Christian, Church related school. Contact 
W. E. Hill, Jr.. 2401 City Point Road, Hope- 
hg Telephone CEdar 9-7391 or CEdar 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 


O OR FROM 438 STATES MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


HARLOTTE. N.C SPARTANBURG S.C 
FR 6 1636 Z. 


Che Jrinceton 
Institute of Theology 


Graham W. Hardy 
Cari Michalson 


W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft 


For details write Donovan Norquist 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Princeton, New Jersey 


church manager, administrative assistant, finan- 
cial secretary and treasurer. 


Those attending the Dallas meeting will 
gather from as far as California, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tennessee, Virginia and Oklahoma. This con- 
vention has been designed to be an educational 
experience. The main areas of the business 


manager’s work will be touched upon by experts 


in these various fields. 


For example, Dr. William Leach, editor of 
“Church Management,” will discuss the grow- 
ing field of church publications. The subject 
of church insurance will be studied under the 
leadership of a representative from one of Dal- 
las’’ leading insurance companies. The most 
effective methods of fire and panic prevention 
will be revealed by an inspector from the Dallas 
Fire Department. 


The latest types of office equipment will 
be demonstrated, and the multiplicity of church 


dining room and kitchen problems will be 


tackled by a panel of experts. Other authorities 


will present pertinent information concerning 


wills, trust, stocks and estates, budget develop- 


ment, volunteer service programs and mainten- 
ance and housekeeping. 


A tour of four of Dallas’ largest churches will 


give the delegaes a chance to do some first hand 
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